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How to Question : A Discussion of the Approaches to

Developing Historical Thinking

ZHANG Han-lin

(School of teacher education, Capital Normal University, Beijing 100037, China)

Abstract: Thinking ability is formed in problem solving. No question, no thinking. In order to culti-

vate students with historical thinking ability, teachers should start with effective questioning on history.
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Question is not only the guide of historical inquiry, but also the way to activate students’ knowledge.
High-quality historical questions are open and true. In classroom teaching, history teachers should focus
on historical thinking ability, and raise historical questions that only they can raise. Students’ historical
thinking ability is manifested in thinking in time and order, using of evidence, historical understanding and
historical significance. Therefore, a history teacher can construct the framework about historical thinking
ability around these four core concepts, and guide the students’ thinking to be more comprehensive, pru-
dent and impartial, and more reflective and critical.

Key words: question; historical thinking; historical significance
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