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From “Drawing” to “Art”: A Study of the School Arts Curriculum Setting
in the Late Qing Dynasty and the Early Republic of China

LI Haiping
( School of Education, Hunan University of Science and Technology, Xiangtan, Hunan 411201, China)

Abstract: The art curriculum of the school in the late Qing Dynasty and the early Republic of China was initiated by the “Sermon
by Education” of the church school. It experienced the development process from “painting” to “drawing” in the late Qing Dynasty and
from “drawing” to “art” in the early period of the Republic of China. Chinese traditional art emphasizes the aesthetic conception rather
than the use of artifacts. With the gradual improvement and popularization of the school art curriculum, the aesthetic function began to
wake up. The art curriculum function had also undergone the evolution from the benefit to the aesthetic education.

Key words: art; curriculum setting; the late Qing Dynasty and the early Republic of China

78



