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On the Development of Preschool Education during the 40 Years  Reform

and Opening—up in China and Its Future
Huijuan Liang

(School of Education Science, Tianjin Normal University, Tianjin 300387 China)

Abstract: China’s preschool education has experienced six major stages since the reform and
opening—up policy. These six stages are: the recovering stage after the Cultural Revolution; the rapid
development stage with education administered according to law; the tortuous development stage under the social
reforms; the socialized development stage to deepen the reform; the continuing development stage with
improvement and enhancement; and the leapfrog development stage facilitating reform and innovation.
There are notable successes in the preschool education reform in China. With all the efforts, the nature and position,
the developmental direction, and the responsibility of the government of preschool education are clearly
clarified. As a result, the resource, has been effectively expanded; the investment has been continuously
increased, the qualification of early childhood educators has been improved, and the quality of early
childhood care and education has been enhanced. However, there are still many challenges for the
development of preschool education in China, including the lack of resources catering for universal benefits,
slow development in rural areas, the yet established mechanism for long term investment, and lack of
regulations and low teacher qualifications in community kindergartens. Looking to the future, we should
further improve laws and regulations, complete the sound policy guarantee system, develop the preschool
education with universal benefits and in rural areas, establish long—term financial investment mechanism,
strengthen the qualification of early childhood educators to further the educational reforms and development
of preschool education in the new era.

Key words: reform and opening—up, preschool education, education reform



